Is it ever permissible to discharge an illicit drug user from hospital?
Is it ever permissible to discharge a patient who uses illicit drugs on hospital premises? It is argued that there is nothing inherent in the use of illicit drugs by a patient which justifies his/her discharge. However, the implications of the drug use need to be examined. First, if a patient's activity presents a significant risk to others, the hospital may be in breach of safety regulations and may need to secure alternative provision of treatment. Second, if the continued use of drugs limits the benefits of treatment, this treatment may be considered an inappropriate use of resources.